ABSTRACT

      The following study addresses the persistent existence of NATO after both the end of the Cold War and the disintegration of the Soviet Union. It takes the American perception of Europe as the source of security and stability for the United Stated as a starting point and based on this, it argues that the United States sees that the maintenance of security and stability in Europe after the end of the Cold War comes through the continuous existence of NATO.

      The main hypothesis of this study maintains that the determination of the US regarding the continuity and expansion of NATO represents its specific vision towards the European continent and its subsequent conviction that security in America relies on the security and stability of Europe. 

      In this context, our study examines the more important amongst theories of international relations especially those that tried to give an explanation to the developments taking place in the international system. Based on this, the first chapter addresses the period of the Cold War and the bipolar system prevailing during that very period. It also discusses those theories of international relations that were prevailing during that period in particular the realist approaches to IR

      The actual problematic of this thesis starts with the disintegration of the Soviet Union, and the subsequent end of the Cold War. It is at this very moment that the problem regarding the continuous existence of NATO as a military alliance established during the Cold War began to bear on the international system. As it is known, realism maintains that an alliance will disintegrate once war comes to an end. But what really evolved instead was a NATO that the Americans would insist, that despite the disintegration of the Soviet Union, its continuous existence, would serve best the security and the stability of the United States. 

      The second chapter traces the historical development of NATO and tackles many of the theoretical aspects regarding alliances in international relations and their influence on the structure of the bipolar system. 

      The final chapter, being our fundamental chapter in this study, discusses the aims of the United States behind the continuous existence of NATO as well as the changes and amendments introduced to this alliance after the end of the Cold War. The main target here is to trace the changes that have taken place in the international system after its transformation from a bipolar to a unipolar system. 

      This chapter addresses as well the European role in the continuity of NATO and the reasons behind Europe’s acceptance to support such continuity, this is despite the fact that many European states have tried hard to bring about the disintegration of NATO after the end of the Cold War. In addition the chapter discusses all of the emerging variants that have influenced American-European relations during the post-Cold War period. In light of this, the chapter examines also the nature of the American-European relations during the Cold War and the influence that the existence of a common enemy had on such a relationship and how this prevented the emergence of a European opposition to American foreign policy. However, in the post-Cold War period, changes in European foreign policy in contrast with that of the US began to be detected and be clearly seen. 

      In the end analysis, what can be said in this regard is that the US endeavors through its aim of maintaining the continuity of NATO to establish an alliance that will include a great number of the world’s community of states without having to necessarily restrict such an alliance to European states. The NATO is, in it s current expansion, including East European and Asian states especially those which are strategically sensitive to American security. The aim behind this is to ensure that none of these states will ever emerge to become an enemy of the US. In addition, the US endeavors out of this to keep such states under its influence given its control of NATO. 

      The US endeavors behind the establishment and expansion of such a world security organization to face any enemy that might emerge in the future including in particular terrorism and those states that are behind terrorism and the proliferation of weapons of mass-destruction as well as the reemergence of old enemies like the Soviet Union. 

      We conclude from all of this that, in its new form, functions and aims, NATO has become an offensive rather than a defensive organization. It is ready to interfere beyond its political borders so as to face any new enemy that might threaten American security or the security of any state that happens to be a member in its highly influenced and controlled NATO.

